
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cleveland West Art League Inc. 
 
  
Your Project Title: 78th Street Studios Feature Exhibition Series 

Your Project Summary: Cleveland West Art League (CWAL) mounts a series of bi-monthly exhibitions in 

our gallery located at 78th Street Studios in Cleveland, Ohio. Each of our members has an equal opportunity 

to submit their artwork for consideration. Additionally, we have three exhibitions which are open to our entire 

membership each year. These all provide a venue for the public at large to engage with art and artists. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Demonstration of understanding of community is unclear - community served by project is 

defined vaguely indicating and lack of knowledge of community. Responsiveness to community is 

evidenced by mention of incorporating participation and feedback via social media and more. Project will 

be accessible and free to public. Organization will seek to work with community partners to increase impact 

of work. All above demonstrate moderate public benefit. Artistic and cultural vibrancy indicated by the use 

of qualified artistic professionals at helm of project. Unclear whether project will inspire community to think 

differently or creatively, or if that is a goal. Organizational capacity: plan for the project is vague. Confused 

whether this project is focused on exhibitions series in gallery spaces, exhibitions in events around CLE, 

towards professional development programs for artists, or for other programming. All very different-seeming 

projects but all mentioned as part of this project. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application provided some evidence of artistic and cultural 

vibrancy, but I would have liked to have seen more specific information about the works that have been 

exhibit; more about the selection process and criteria and how this organization is encouraging creative 

thought or exhibiting fresh approaches to their work. Organizational Capacity - The application provided 

some evidence of organizational capacity, but additional information on organizational planning, goal-

setting and implementation is needed. Public Benefit - The application provided evidence that it is engaging 

its artist community, but more information was needed to show how the organization's programming 

reflected the needs of that community. The applicant provided no evidence that that it works with or 

responds to the larger community of arts patron aside from the passive role of gallery/festival attendee. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant proposal meets the funding criteria. The applicant’s responses present a clear 

and well thought out project. I appreciate that the applicant collaborated with several other festivals, 

community college, and local galleries. The support materials are sufficient. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: The Cleveland West Art League Is 

accessible and inviting to its community of artists, collectors and art aficionados of arts and culture. Building 

meaningful relationships with residents and community partners the organization introduces and 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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showcases the art of mid-career and emerging artists to the greater Cleveland area by drawing 

approximately 600 people to its gallery per exhibit. CWAL also provides low cost professional development 

programming to educate artists on the business of art demonstrating that it understands, works with, and 

responds to its community. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: The applicant actively incorporates a process of 

reflection that ensures fresh programming by encouraging feedback from its membership and the general 

public via social media, Facebook, e-newsletters and the organization's website. Organizational Capacity: 

CWAL recruits and retains an engaged board and staff who are qualified to complete the project. There 

was no context provided in the narrative regarding the organization's bylaws--is there a required interval of 

time between a person serving as Board President before returning to serve on the board? Project finances 

were vague overall. An itemized breakdown of how the CAC grant would be used would have been helpful 

in determining how realistic and appropriate the budget was. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Cleveland West Art League, Inc. somewhat meets the 

funding criteria through their proposal of 78th Street Studios Feature Exhibition Series. Recently finished 

strategic plan, not clear if organizational capacity is enough for proposed project. They wish to increase 

membership through gallery exhibits (good job). The attached picture is low in quality and lacked clarity. 

They show the public benefit of this project as it meaningfully engages the community. Appear to have a 

committed Board. Tracking growth in membership will be their measure of progress. Their budget is realistic 

and appropriate for the project. The match requirement is clearly covered with memberships, sales of 

artwork and more fundraising activities. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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